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Greetings, dear friends, 
 
When this article reaches you, we will be well into the season of Lent. This penitential season is a time when we 
are invited to develop a habit of prayer, fasting, and self-denial. Many of you have probably chosen some sort of 
fast to keep during Lent. I hope that you will also find ways to add into your routine a daily habit of prayer. Self-
denial means simply putting God first in our thoughts and actions, above self. Regardless of what type of Lenten 
discipline we choose, Lent is a time for us to dig deep within our hearts and wrestle with whatever is keeping us 
from being in a right relationship with God. Then, after that serious and introspective work, make steps to be rec-
onciled to God.    
 Some time ago one of our parishioners, Aldine Pound, shared with me a poem that he wrote years ago as a 
result of his own Lenten journey. I think the poem is beautiful and moving, and so I wanted to share it with you. 
May you be inspired by his poem and his journey, and perhaps you will think about writing a poem of your own, 
or a letter to God in your own prayer journal.  
 May God bless you in this Lenten season, and may you find your faith uplifted. 
 
 

      
                    Fr. Tim Graham 

Building a Spirit-empowered community that serves and celebrates Christ. 

 

Some say that nature gives us love, 
That mankind has no pall. 
And yet the love we have to give, 
Which we received that we may live 
Despite our hopeless fall, 
Was never yet in nature found 
Nor product of some fable; 
But by the grace of Him once born 
Beneath a mighty empire’s scorn 
Into a lowly stable. 
 

For in this act there came a light 
Sufficient ever for our plight, 
Redemption from our earthly blight, a  
gleaming wealth. 
And we enrich the Lord our God 
When we receive the grace he ‘stowed 
And cleave unto and witness for 
The message of this health. 
 

And yet we strive to do our will, 
Despite our faith, to turn and fight, 
To  see what only God can see, 
That knowing this we will be free, 
 

Usurpers of his might… 
We need not know what we will be: he says – 
Ye are the light. 
But if I’m light, then why this pain? 
Are faith and love then all in vain? 
What will transpire tomorrow? 
But Jesus says that without joy, 
He’d not allow us sorrow. 
 

This then is the purpose in what God’s words 
convey: 
There’s naught to dread except to lose 
The One who died of boundless love 
And Him we cannot come to lose, 
His sacrifice ordained above, 
Except we run away. 
 

In this it lies that I am free, 
From sin and death to come to be 
What God intended me to be 
Just as I am, with but one plea – 
That Christ our Savior died for me. 
 

Aldine Pound 
Lent, 1979 



“Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto 
my cry;” Psalm 88:2 
 

We pray God’s protection for those serving in battle. 
Scott McKean, Melissa Johnson Fish 

In Our Prayers: 
 George C. Trussell, Jr. 
 George Trussell, Sr.  
 Wesley Fay 
 George Wade 
 Hadley Scott 
 Jim Fay 
 Marianna Swift  
 Rudi C. Pierson 
 Fleur Stearns 
 Peggy Collins 
 Joyce Curry 
 David Albritton 
 Bryan Wright 
 Perrin Nicholson, Jr. 
 Col. Bob Robinson 
 Dr. Lloyd Hudson 
 Michael Twigg 
 Priscilla Solomons 
 Susan Brooks 
 Amanda Hay 
 Reggie Hill 
 Clay Duncan 
 

In Thanksgiving: 
 For the baptism of Bonnie Lynn Taylor Gills Topping 

on Wednesday, February 21, 2018 by Fr. Luke Wetzel. 
 

 For those Confirmed & Received by The Right Rev. 
Don Wimberly on Sunday, February 25, 2018: Erin 
Harkey, Dr. John Harkey, Remington Elizabeth Thu-
ong Miller, Carter Hamilton Morris, Avery Camber 
Mullin, Mackinzey Brooke Stephens, William Vernon 
Swift, Bonnie Lynn Taylor Gills Topping, Nicholas 
Everett Woods, Margaret Rose Yancey 

 
If you know of a Parishioner who is in the hospital, has 
had a child, or is facing some crisis, please let the Parish 
Office know so our Parish family can respond. 

 Don & Nancy Bloebaum 
 Ann Sturkie 
 Beth Dreelin 
 Lucius Morton 
 Charlie Morgan 
 Carlo Thorington 
 Bob Upchurch 
 Cammy Marchetti 
 Buford King 
 Jack Arnst 
 Jean Scott 
 The Rev. Brenda M. Loes 
 Family of Faye Slappey 
 Family of Rosemary “Mary” B. 

Safran 
 Family of The Rev. Norman 

Siefferman  
 Family of Randy Parker 
 Family of John R. Cargill, III.  
 Family of Ruth Prestridge 
 Family of Ann Carol Followill 
 Family of Bill Scruggs 

The Curate’s Corner 

The Rev. Luke Wetzel – “For almsgiving delivers from 
death, and it will purge away every sin. Those who perform 
deeds of charity and of righteousness will have fullness of 
life.” − Tobit 12:9 
 One of the traditional Lenten disciplines is almsgiving. 
To give alms is to give material assistance to the poor. Food, 
clothes, money, and other necessary things given to those 
who lack are alms. In my Ash Wednesday sermon I exhort-
ed you to give alms. I was intentionally direct in doing so. I 
said something like, “take money from your wallet and put 
it into the hands of someone who needs it.” I advised you to 
withdraw enough cash from your bank account to make you 
a little uncomfortable and endeavor to continually give it 
away during Lent. 
 There is (at least) a two-fold spiritual good in almsgiv-
ing. The first “positive” good is that it facilitates the com-
passionate love of neighbor. Almsgiving helps us grow in 

that second-greatest-
commandment of 
Jesus, “love your 
neighbor as your-
self.” Making a reg-
ular practice of giv-
ing to those in need 
helps us grow in 
compassion for the 
poor. That we regu-
larly fear or even 
resent those who ask 
of us is in fact a sign 
that almsgiving is 
good for our souls. 
We have to confront our own sin before we can encounter 
Jesus Christ in the poor (see Matthew 25:31-46). 
 A second “negative” good of almsgiving is that it helps 
us to love our own material goods a little less. St. Paul fa-
mously teaches St. Timothy that “the love of money is the 
root of all kinds of evil.” (1 Tim. 6:10) Jesus tells us that we 
“cannot serve both God and wealth.” (Matt. 6:24). Our ma-
terial goods call out continually to be loved and served. 
Money in particular functions as a kind of universal good. It 
promises to be anything we want it to be, not just concrete 
things like food or flat screen televisions - but also intangi-
bles like security, joy, even love. We feel compelled to pro-
tect it, to help it grow, to use it wisely. It is seldom simple 
prudence that leads us to seek the best bargain or ideal port-
folio, but also our love of money, our fear of having enough. 
What we call “responsibility” is often a cover for the securi-
ty, status, joy, or even love that we think our money will 
bring us through a well-funded retirement, a nice car, or 
even our charitable giving. Even the ways we scrutinize the 
money we give away betrays the way in which money cap-
tures our imaginations. We seek the greatest bang for our 
buck in giving to support educational institutions, organiza-
tions that serve the poor, even our church. Even our gifts are 
calculated. 
 When Jesus told us in our Ash Wednesday reading to 
not “let your right hand know what your left hand is doing” 
he was evidently talking about being so discrete in your 
almsgiving, no one - not even your other hand - is aware of 
your charity. It also points to the reflexive character of giv-
ing that we’re meant to cultivate through almsgiving. Give 
immediately, without calculation, even irresponsibly. This is 
true of your money, of your food, of your time, and of hos-
pitality in your home. The 13th century Dutch mystic 
Hadewicjh of Brabant famously received this charge from 
God at the end of a vision: “give all, for all is yours.” What 
God has personally and generously given each of us - our 
worldly goods, our bodies and souls, our salvation, a share 
in the kingdom of heaven - is so extravagant that we are 
meant to respond in similar personal generosity. This can 
and should be reflected across the whole of our lives: our 
worship, our work, our leisure, our family life, and yes, our 
financial and economic life. The traditional practice of alms-
giving puts us in proper relationship both with our goods 
and with those poor, so loved by Christ, who ask of us. 



Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

Joseph Golden & Aesook Moon – There's a new kid 
(make that a new event!) on our block: 
 

 
WHAT: A 45-minute informal concert of great vocal and 
instrumental music for the whole family. Music from the 
traditions of African-American spirituals, American folk 
(real folk!) and camp songs, and an old-fashioned gospel 
chorus with everyone joining in. All of this will be inter-
spersed with the incomparable Celtic music of Columbus’ 
own WOLF & CLOVER band. 
 
WHERE: The concert will be held in the church with a 
grand dessert reception following in the Parish Hall. Stay 
for champagne, coffee, and a magnificent buffet. 
 
WHEN: Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 7:30 pm. 
 
FOR: A benefit event to raise funds for the Trinity Choir 
Scholarship Fund, which provides scholarships for deserv-
ing CSU students. 
 
This will be a GREAT time to invite friends into the 
warmth and beauty of Trinity Church and enjoy our unique 
hospitality! 
 
SPONSORING OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
HALLELUJAH level (Event Sponsor): $3,000.00 

(receive 15 tickets) 
 
JUBILEE level:  $1,000.00  (receive 10 tickets) 
 
GLORY LAND level:  $500.00  (receive 6 tickets) 
 
VICTORY CIRCLE level: $250.00  (receive 4 tickets) 
 
Single tickets: $35.00   
 
Mark your calendars for a great event! 
 
 Meanwhile, upstairs in the Choir Room, the Trinity 
Choir is busy preparing music for the rest of Lent, Holy 
Week, and Easter Day. So, we will work during 6 regular 
rehearsals and sing for 9 services through April 1st. This 
faithful group is always grateful for the tremendous support 
of our wonderful clergy and the great warmth and apprecia-
tion of our parish family.   
 Trinity Bells have begun rehearsing a new composition 
for hand bells and organ, and they will offer this piece up in 
worship on Sunday, March 18 at the 10:30 service.   
 Soli Deo Gloria. 

TRINITY SPOTLIGHT: Get to Know… 

Hariot Rogers Lippmann 

Hariot was born in Carters-
ville, Georgia, on a cold, 
rainy night in April of 1928. 
As her father was an educa-
tor, they moved several times 
before settling in Macon, 
Georgia where she received 
her education. She graduated 
from A.L. Miller High 
School (girls only) in 1946 
and was a fourth- generation 
graduate of Mercer Universi-

ty in 1950. While at Mercer, she met a handsome young 
man through a mutual friend, Gene (as Paul was known 
growing up) Lippmann. Paul grew up in Columbus, attend-
ing St. Elmo and Columbus High School.  He served in the 
Army in Europe during World War II and returned to Co-
lumbus after being discharged when the war ended. 
 While dating in college, they became friends with a 
young Episcopal priest, Stewart Matthews, who was a big 
influence on them. Since Paul had been raised in the Catho-
lic church and Hariot in the Baptist church, they were inter-
ested in a common ground for their faith. They were con-
firmed in December of 1950 at St. Paul Episcopal 
Church in Macon and married there in April of 1950. 
 After marrying Paul and moving to Columbus, she 
joined Trinity and has been a member for 68 years! They 
have both been active in many areas of Trinity. Paul served 
as President of the adult Sunday School class, as Superin-
tendent of Sunday School, and both as Junior and Senior 
Warden of the Vestry several times. He also served as an 
usher and even wrote a guide book for the ushers. Sadly, 
after 62 years together, Paul died in 2012. He loved Trinity 
Church and now rests in the columbarium. 
 Hariot enjoyed being a member of the Lucy Shepherd 
Guild, serving as President for about 20 years, and is a 
member of the hand bell choir, Altar Guild, Daughters of 
the King, and Memorial & Arts Committee. One of her 
greatest pleasures was writing monthly notes to Trinity shut
-ins, and ill and bereaved parishioners. Hariot worked for 
many years trying to get our library catalogued. 
 She retired after 30 years as a librarian in the Muscogee 
County School District.  After retirement, Hariot began vol-
unteering at the Columbus Museum in the gift shop on 
Thursday afternoons. In 2017 she was awarded the Ocie 
Mae Harris Memorial Award as “Volunteer of the Year” 
during National Volunteer Week. She is also a member of 
the Student Club and the Golden Girls Investment Club. 
 When Hariot is not busy with volunteering and other 
activities, she enjoys playing bridge with friends, reading, 
and going to the beach and relaxing. 
 She is passionate about her family, which includes two 
lovely daughters, six amazing grandchildren, and seven 
beautiful great-grandchildren. 
 
For someone so active and who looks so young, it is hard to 
believe that Hariot is looking forward to celebrating her 
90th birthday in April! We wish her well and give thanks 
for her many years of service and dedication to Trinity. 



Thank You, Kathryn! 

The Rev. Tim Graham 
– This month we honor 
and celebrate the gifts 
and ministry of Kathryn 
Scoggins. She served 
this church faithfully for 
over three years as Di-
rector of Children’s 
Ministry and she dearly 
loves our children. For 
financial reasons, her 
position was eliminated 
by the Vestry in mid-
February. We wish her 
the best in the future and 
ask for God’s blessing in 
her life. 

 Thank you, Kathryn, for all the life and love that you 
brought to us!  
 Children’s Ministry at Trinity will continue uninterrupt-
ed under the leadership of volunteers, clergy, and staff. 
Check the “Trinity Episcopal Church Children’s Minis-
try” Facebook group for updates. Please contact Fr. Tim 
with any questions or concerns about Trinity’s Children’s 
Ministry. You may reach him at (706) 322-5569 or by email 
at fathertim333@gmail.com.  

COMING UP IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 

PARENT MEETING: Join us Sunday, March 4, after the 
10:30 am worship for a meeting of all parents. We’ll gather 
in the Parish Hall for pizza, and childcare will be provided. 
Please RSVP by contacting Whitney at the Parish Office at 
(706) 322-5569 or by email at trinitycols@gmail.com. You 
may also RSVP by responding to the Facebook event on 
our official church page or within the Children’s Ministry 
Facebook group referenced on this same page.  
 

EASTER EGG HUNT: All children are invited to cele-
brate on Easter Sunday, April 1 with an egg hunt follow-
ing the 10:30 am service. Elementary age children will hunt 
for eggs on the front lawn, while preschoolers will hunt for 
eggs in the courtyard! 

Trinity Children’s Ministries 
 

For it is to such as these that the Kingdom of heaven belongs. 
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Elementary Love 

Lauren Blanchard – I know that February is in the past, but 
let’s take a little trip back in time. Remember back in elemen-
tary school when teachers would decorate and prepare to 
throw the cutest Valentine’s Day parties? Everyone was so 
excited! They were all so proud of their homemade card box-
es and couldn’t wait to give Valentine’s to all their friends. It 
was a day full of excitement, fun, and most of all, LOVE!  
 This love was simple. This love was pure. It was an un-
conditional, friendly, Godly love. Wouldn’t it be great to 
show that same love towards all now that we’re a little older? 
What if we approached everyone we meet as if we’re kids 
again and about to hand off our love-filled valentines? If we 
could all do that, the world would be a little sweeter. 
 We have been discussing Christian practice during our 
Confirmation classes and came up with these three ways to 
help us love more like Jesus. I challenge you to do the same 
in your life! 
 

Be kind to those who have offended you. 
 

Be patient with those who make you mad. 
 

Give those who’ve hurt you a second chance. 
 

Let’s spread a little more of our elementary love with all we 
meet, and love like Jesus. 




