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My dad’s brother, Melvin, was the baby of the family. He was 
the youngest of nine children. My dad is 15 years older, born 
somewhere in the middle of the nine siblings. Melvin was a 
very influential person to me in my younger years. He lived 
near my childhood home, and I saw him often. Melvin was a 
good person, a caring brother and uncle, a faithful Christian. 
He had a great sense of humor, and a wonderful laugh. He 
served his country in the Army, spent time in France, and also 
kept watch over the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. He was a 
faithful husband and father. He gave generously to others. 
Years ago he was active as a Shriner and I have vivid memo-
ries of him, squeezed into a Shriner mini car, riding around 
town, wearing a fez on his head. 
 Two weeks ago my uncle Melvin died. Although he had 
been sick for a few weeks, his death seemed sudden and unex-
pected to us. His family asked me to officiate at his funeral 
and I was honored to do so. I have officiated at many funerals 
in my life, but doing so for a relative seems a bit different. 
This time, standing near my father at my uncle’s graveside, 
my words of hope were spoken through my own grief. 
 When my family gathered together two weeks ago to cel-
ebrate the life of my uncle, I shared with them the message 
that I always share at funerals. I reminded them of the good 
news that is the foundation of our Christian faith. We grieve 
the loss of our dear loved ones, but we are a people of hope. 
We have the promise of eternal life because of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Because Christ gave his life for us on the 
cross and rose from the dead, he conquered death for all of us 
who believe in him. This is the message of Easter. This is our 
good news. 
 

Merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the Resurrection and the Life: 
Raise us, we humbly pray, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness; that when 
we depart this life we may rest in him, and at the resurrection receive that blessing 
which your well-beloved Son shall then pronounce: “Come, you blessed of my Fa-
ther, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the world.” Grant 
this, O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen.  

 

− Book of Common Prayer, p. 505 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Happy Easter! 
 

      
            
                    Fr. Tim Graham 

Building a Spirit-empowered community that serves and celebrates Christ. 



“Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto 
my cry;” Psalm 88:2 
 

We pray God’s protection for those serving in battle. 
Scott McKean, Melissa Johnson Fish 

In Our Prayers: 
· George C. Trussell, Jr. 
· George Trussell, Sr.  
· Wesley Fay 
· George Wade 
· Hadley Scott 
· Jim Fay 
· Rudi C. Pierson 
· Fleur Stearns 
· Peggy Collins 
· Joyce Curry 
· David Albritton 
· Bryan Wright 
· Perrin Nicholson, Jr. 
· Col. Bob Robinson 
· Dr. Lloyd Hudson 
· Michael Twigg 
· Priscilla Solomons 
· Amanda Hay 
· Jean Scott 
 

In Thanksgiving: 
 

· For the ministry, friendship, and time spent with The 
Rev. Luke Wetzel and his dear family here at Trinity. 

 

If you know of a Parishioner who is in the hospital, has 
had a child, or is facing some crisis, please let the Parish 
Office know so our Parish family can respond. 

· Don & Nancy Bloebaum 
· Clay Duncan 
· Ann Sturkie 
· Beth Dreelin 
· Lucius Morton 
· Charlie Morgan 
· Bob Upchurch 
· Cammy Marchetti 
· Buford King 
· Jack Arnst 
· Ken Bladen 
· Hugh Rodgers 
· Jessica Taylor 
· Brenda Steele 
· Steve Davidson 
· The Rev. Brenda M. Loes 
· Family of Marianna Swift 
· Family of Evan Gill 

The Curate’s Corner 
The Rev. Luke Wetzel – By 
the time you read this I will 
have finished my last Sunday 
at Trinity. I could not imag-
ine a better way to “go out” 
than with a full church and 
cries of “Alleluia, Christ is 
risen!” accompanied by 
horns and a booming organ. 
As we have been announc-
ing, I have been called as the 
Rector of St. Paul’s Parish, 
an Episcopal church in Riv-
erside, Illinois, in metro Chi-

cago. We are thrilled about the opportunity in Illinois, but 
sad to leave this community that has been so good to us. 
You gave me a great gift as a priest: Eucharists to cele-
brate, classes to teach, funerals to officiate, people to visit, 
and a great deal of grace in figuring all those things out. 
Trinity was a wonderful place to begin my priestly ministry 
and a fantastic community for Natalie and the kids. 
 Thank you all! 
 
       Peace, 
 
 
         
       Luke+ 

NEW! Coming Up in Adult Sunday School 
Sunday, April 15 & 22 at 9:30 am 
Current Issues: The Opioid Crisis - 
Join our dear friend Neil Richardson, 
Muscogee County Jail Chaplain and 
Executive Director of SafeHouse Min-
istries, as he talks to us about a local 
and nationwide issue affecting people 
from all walks of life - the opioid cri-
sis. Watch for more info to hit your 
inbox soon on what will be an eye-

opening and informative two-part series led by our long-
time friend! We’ll see you upstairs in room 2.  
 

Sunday, April 29 - May 13 at 9:30 am 
Sharing our Stories, Sharing our Faith - Fr. Tim will lead 
this new series in the parlor at 9:30 am after the Parish 
Breakfast. The focus of the class will be getting to know 
each other and discussing issues of faith. Each week one or 
more of our members will share the story of their faith. 
 

Each Sunday at 9:30 am 
Bible Study with Bill Stahl - Join us upstairs in the library 
each Sunday at 9:30 am after the Parish Breakfast. 



HOBBIES & LEISURE: Before moving here, Karyn was 
active in her church and community and continues her love 
of gardening, baking, decorating, and knitting. She has be-
come a member of the St. Lydia’s Guild and committed to 
becoming a member of Daughter’s of the King. 
 
ON TRINITY: Karyn says, “As for this congregation I am 
extremely grateful. I was a new widow, set down in a new 
house, missing my friends and neighbors, my clubs and 
church. I looked for a means to fill that great loss. I am 
finding it here at Trinity. Members not only greet me but 
befriend me in many ways. People have called me to sit 
with them at church. I have been invited to join groups, try 
Sunday School, and participate in church activities. I feel 
that I have found a home where I am building friendships 
and finding my way back to God.” 
 
We are glad that this remarkable lady found her way to 
Trinity, and we look forward to getting to know her as she 
becomes more active and involved. Welcome, Karyn; we 
are happy that you are here! 
 
 
The Trinity Choir is Keeping BUSY! 
Joseph Golden & Aesook Moon – We offer a BIG 
“CONGRATS!” to the members of the Trinity Handbells 
who added beauty to the 10:30 am service on Sunday, 
March 18. They all played their parts perfectly, and we un-
derstand that the “local composer” was very proud of them 
and pleased with the response to the work, “Adoro Devote 
for Handbells and Organ.” 
 The Trinity Choir is ready for the busiest week of the 
church year! They will sing six times during Holy Week 
(counting rehearsals and services), sharing music for the 
solemn liturgies, and ending with the glorious music of 
Easter Day, all with the added assistance of the Trinity 
Brass and Timpani. 
 The formerly announced event for Saturday, April 7, 
has been changed, so please take that OFF your calendars. 
That event has been replaced with an individual appeal for 
support of the Trinity Choir Scholarship Fund. Watch your 
curbside mailbox for a special informative letter regarding 
this new initiative. 
 Speaking of new things, the choir will be rehearsing 
Christmas music all summer! In September, the Trinity 

Choir, along with the Trini-
ty Brass and Timpani, will 
make a commercial record-
ing of the great music we 
hear during the Christmas 
season. This will include 
traditional carols, anthems, 
and music for brass, timpa-
ni, and organ, all recorded 
in the nave with the Trinity 
organ. CDs will be availa-
ble for purchase as Christ-
mas gifts for your, family, 
friends, employees, and col-
leagues. Plan NOW to have 
this unique gift on your hol-
iday list! 

TRINITY SPOTLIGHT: Get to Know… 

Karyn Marra 

Although she was born and attended 
schools in New Jersey, Karyn al-
ways considered her beloved West 
Virginia her true home. She first 
arrived in West Virginia to attend a 
small Baptist college where she met 
a math college professor, who later 
became her first husband. She began 
attending West Virginia University, 
receiving an undergraduate degree. 
After her first child was born, she 
began her teaching career. Her first 
placement was teaching early child-

hood in a small mining community nestled in the Appala-
chian Mountains of West Virginia. 
 Over the next 23 years Karyn taught every grade from 
Kindergarten through eighth grade at 13 different schools. 
During that time she gave birth to her second child, raised 
three additional step-children and received a MA degree in 
education. Eventually she and her first husband divorced, 
leaving only the youngest at home. She had begun working 
on her doctorate three years earlier and was writing her dis-
sertation when she met her late husband. While having a 
conversation with a teacher friend, in walked this funny, 
outgoing, kind and handsome man whose lively spirit filled 
the room the moment he entered. They fell in love and soon 
married. Their marriage worked because they were not just 
husband and wife, but best friends. Tom became a wonder-
ful father to Karyn’s children and grandfather to the off-
spring of all seven children. 
 
HER FAITH: Before marriage Karyn was Catholic and 
Tom was Episcopalian. They married in an Episcopal 
Church in West Virginia. He became Catholic so that they 
could worship together. After three years of marriage she 
was offered and accepted a position at Frostburg State Uni-
versity in western Maryland where she taught for ten years 
until retirement. 
 Having spent summers with their children on the Outer 
Banks, North Carolina, they built a retirement home there, 
fell in love with the Episcopal church, and Karyn became 
an Episcopalian. On their 20th anniversary they renewed 
their vows at their home on the water. Upon completion of 
their vows, Tom talked of their enduring friendship and his 
love for Karyn. A year later he was diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer. For the next 16 months he tried desperately to 
live, but sadly he passed away on Good Friday a year ago 
like the “good thief” slipping into heaven with Jesus. 
 After Tom’s death   Karyn moved to Fort Mitchell, AL, 
to be close to her youngest daughter and grandson. She 
went “church shopping,” found Trinity’s website and decid-
ed to visit. She continued to visit and Karyn says “I came 
back because the sermons captivated me and the choir’s 
beautiful voices, both of which bring me to tears.” Karyn 
has sung in many choirs throughout the years. Unfortunate-
ly, one day during practice her voice cracked due to prob-
lems with acid reflux and has been unreliable since. 
 
 



The Youngins Are Up To Something... 
Lemonade Ministry – Each Sunday after the 10:30 am 
worship, lemonade is served on the front lawn. We encour-
age children and their parents to be involved in this hospi-
tality ministry. If you would like to sign up for this easy and 
fun volunteer opportunity, please contact Nell Hudson at  
(706) 392-2003 or by email at nhudson63@gmail.com. 
 
Sunday School − Many thanks go out to all our dedicated 
teachers who prepare lessons each week and teach and love 
our children. Please make bringing your children to Sunday 
School a priority for your family. The classroom is always 
more fun when more kids are there, and the teachers work 
hard to prepare a lesson for your child. Your kids truly need 
this quality time in their lives. The last day of Sunday 
School for this academic year is Mother’s Day Sunday, 
May 13. During the summer, Lauren Blanchard, Fr. Tim, 
and other volunteers will again coordinate an Intergenera-
tional Sunday School program for adults, youth, and chil-
dren. We’ll learn stories of our faith with song, storytelling, 
and play-acting. 
 
  

Children’s Chapel − Melanie Smith is coordinating volun-
teers for Children’s Chapel. The Trinity Youth will also 
help with this ministry, but we will also need adults to lead 
and assist. If you would like to volunteer to help with Chil-
dren’s Chapel, please contact Melanie Smith at (706) 604-
5775 or by email at melanie.t.smith@hotmail.com.  
 
Wednesday Night Children’s Programs − Each Wednes-
day evening we gather at 5:30 pm in the Chapel for Even-
ing Prayer. At 6:00 pm dinner is served for the whole par-
ish. We always serve kid-friendly chicken nuggets and fruit 
in addition to the regular meal that is served. From 6:30-
7:00 pm, our children go upstairs with Fr. Tim, Lauren 
Blanchard, and the nursery workers to learn and create art. 
We’ve been having a great time lately and we hope you will 
join us! The last Wednesday night program of the season 
will be May 9. After that, we will switch to monthly 
Wednesday night gatherings for the summer.  
 

Vacation Bible School − VBS has been rescheduled to a 
new date: July 23-27. Deana Graham will coordinate the 
week, along with Fr. Tim, Lauren Blanchard, and others. 
Additional information will be sent out soon. Mark your 
calendars and plan to bring your children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren to a fun-filled VBS at Trinity! Feel 
free to Invite your friends and your kid’s friends! 
 
Back Pew Club − A new ministry was formed recently 
called the “Back Pew Club.” Once a month families with 
young children gather for fun and fellowship. This month 
the hosts will be Deana and Fr. Tim Graham at their home 
on Saturday, April 21 from 5:30-7:30 pm. Come on over! 
 
If you have questions, ideas, or concerns about Trinity’s 
Children’s Ministry, please speak with Fr. Tim Graham. 
Give him a call at (706) 322-5569 ext. 302, or send him an 
email to fathertim333@gmail.com.   
 

Trinity Children’s Ministries 
 

For it is to such as these that the Kingdom of heaven belongs. 
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It’s Time for a Pop Quiz! 
Lauren Blanchard – Over the past year your Trinity Youth 
have been a part of many wonderful things full of service, 
fun, and fellowship. Rather than me telling you, we’re going 
to change things up and play a Trinity Youth trivia game! 
 
 
1. Last summer, youth volunteers helped run VBS! 

 

True   False 
 
2. In July 2017, 8 youth went on an urban mission trip to 
Atlanta. 

 

True   False 
 

3.  Our youth worked with two organizations while in 
Atlanta; which one did they NOT work with? 
 

A. The Foot Clinic  
B. Global Frontier Mission  
C. The Friendship Center 
 

4.  At the end of the mission trip, which of the activity did 
the youth participate in? 
 

A. Feeding giraffes at Zoo Atlanta  
B. Indoor skydiving  
C. Six Flags over Georgia 

 
5. Which ministry are the youth NOT involved in? 
 

A. Flower Guild  
B. Prayer Breakfast  
C. Children’s Music & Art 

 
6. What new addition has been added to youth events? 
 

A. Morning prayer  
B. Bible study  
C. Youth Choir 
 

7. How many families did we visit with and homes at 
Trinity House did we decorate for Christmas? 
 

A. 4  B. 6   C. 13 
 

8. How many Blessing Bags were distributed to our 
friends and guests during Christmas Prayer Breakfast? 
 

A. 75  B. 120  C. 100 
 

9. How many youth participated and completed the 30 
Hour Famine? 
 

A. 6  B. 10  C. 11 
 

10. How much money was raised and for how long does 
this support a child in need? 
 

A. $235 for 3 months  
B. $675 for over a year  
C. $170 for one month 

 
 

ANSWER KEY: 1) True! Our youth dedicated their time and 
effort to ensuring the children had a great time during VBS! 2) 
False! We had 12 willing, selfless, hard-working, & dedicated 
youth on a mission. 3) B – Our duties between the two ministries 
included making and serving meals, spending time with the mem-
bers of each program, running classes, games, and activities for 
those involved, and giving pedicures to the homeless. 4) B - Can 
you believe it?! We all had a blast! 5) A – We have not yet 
worked with the Flower Guild, but they always make sure our 
church is beautiful! 6) B – We have started a new high school 
girls Bible study! 7) B – We decorated Christmas trees in 6 
homes and spent time with over 20 adults and 2 children. 8) B – 
We were able to distribute 120 bags and we’re so thankful we 
were able to spread a little love with those in our community. 9) 
C 10) B – We were so fortunate to raise enough money to help 
care for and support a child for over a year! 




