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Possibilities
a message from the Rector of Trinity Church
Dear Friends,
Looking back over the past year brings a great sense of joy and satisfaction to
me. We’ve done some wonderful things together as a community of faith. We
have been faithful in providing uplifting and inspiring worship. We have provided many opportunities for spiritual growth, education, and formation. We have cared
for our own people and served many others in need throughout the year.

I am thankful for a dedicated and talented staff who make this church run smoothly
from week to week. Our Vestry members deserve a big thanks for their dedication and wisdom in caring for this church.
But the real thanks I need to give is to all of you, dedicated members of Trinity, who show up week after week and serve
in a whole host of ministry areas. You are Trinity Church, and we are doing great things together to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ to our community and the world.
We have much to be proud of, and we also face some significant challenges in this new year. There are two challenges
that I will address in my remarks at our Annual Parish Meeting. Our challenges are participation and financial responsibility.
Participation: We try our best to offer quality programs to our children, youth, and adults from week to week. While
attendance in worship has been steady, this year I have noticed a decrease in participation in Sunday School for both
children and adults, and a decrease in participation for our weekly Wednesday night dinners and programs. There is no
questioning the value of Sunday morning Christian Education and we continue to do what we can to provide quality programs and hope our folks will respond by increased attendance. On Wednesday nights the attendance has reached a very
low point, and we need to seriously ask ourselves whether or not we should continue this offering. We need your help to
maintain all of our programs, and we need you to be here as a participant as often as you can. If you have ideas that interest you and might interest others, please speak with me.
Financial Responsibility: For the past four years we have made steady progress in becoming more financially responsible as a parish. Most of you know that for a decade or more we have relied on surplus funds to balance the budget

each year and maintain the current level of staff and programs. In the last four years we have managed to decrease our dependence on these surplus funds and operate within a responsible budget. Each year there are
some increases in expenses that are fixed and beyond our control. We have trimmed expenses as much as we
feel that we can. At the time that I write this letter to you in the second week of January 2018, we are almost
$100,000 short of what we really need for pledged income. We sincerely hope and pray that more pledges will
be received in the coming days that will help us narrow the gap between pledged income and our ministry
needs. Your Vestry will have some difficult decisions to make in the next few weeks that will impact all of us.
These decisions will not be easy, but these decisions and actions will be necessary for us to continue to operate efficiently and responsibly.

My words in this report may sound a bit heavy, but I am also joyful and excited about the coming months and

the possibilities that our challenges present. We are a strong and vibrant church, and together we will do great
things. As you read over the reports from various committees printed here, you will be convinced of the same.
I am thankful for this wonderful church, for the opportunity to serve as your Rector, and for each one of you.
God bless you!

Fr. Tim Graham

Worship and Music

by Joseph Golden – Organist & Choirmaster
& Dr. Aesook Moon – Associate Organist & Choirmaster
The past year was an important one for music in our worship at Trinity Church, and several goals we had set were reached.
The continuing strong encouragement
and support of our wonderful clergy, the
Vestry, and the parish in general, engender a
will to reach new levels of skill and communication in all of our musical endeavors.
In January of 2017, we welcomed Dr.
Aesook Moon as our new Associate Organist/Choirmaster. Her musical skills and her
warm personality made her an instant success. She will contribute greatly to the longterm legacy of our work in God’s house.
The Trinity Choir is the nucleus of our
musical experience. This fine group rehearsed 47 Wednesdays and on 4 special occasions this year. As a group, our goal is to make the best musical
offerings that we can muster in praise and worship of our God and of our Lord, Jesus, all the while hopefully
informed by the power of the Holy Spirit. The choir added multiple choral works that represented hours and
hours (in some cases months) of rehearsal in order to achieve a finished product that was worthy of praising
our Maker.
In addition to traditional church music, this intrepid group launches forth into the world of musical theater,
film, and popular music in a floor show that followed a delicious meal at our annual Cabaret Dinner Theater a major fundraiser for the Choral Scholars program for young singers. An army of fine chefs, outstanding organizers, and general volunteers ensure the continuing popularity and success of this event.
The wonderful Trinity Handbell Choir rang during Lent and again in Advent, presenting the premier of new
works for bells and organ and adding greatly to the variety and spice of our worship experience. The skill level in this multi-generational group reached new heights, and we look forward to greater things in 2018!
Trinity Church welcomes some of the most talented instrumentalists in this region as guest musicians
throughout the year. All varieties of strings, brass, harp, guitars and percussion are featured, and we are always
inspired by the presence of the members of the Atlanta Bagpipe Band on Anglican Heritage Sunday and the
unique flavor brought to us by the members of the Celtic Band Wolf
and Clover on other special occasions, along with the CSU Dixieland Band at our annual Jazz Brunch.
Highlights of 2017 were:
 The Trinity Handbells ringing premiers of two new compositions.
 The Trinity Choir singing for:
- Holy Week, the Great Vigil of Easter at Linwood Cemetery, and
Easter Day services, with brass and timpani.
- Two outstanding landmark choral works: “How lovely is Thy
Dwelling Place” on All Saints’ Sunday from Brahms Requiem,
and the John Ireland classic Anglican anthem “Greater Love.”
- The Annual Cabaret Dinner Theater and floor show.
- The special service of Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, featuring 22 separate pieces of music.

 Music Ministry and various volunteers providing the musical experience for our children during Vacation
Bible School.
 The annual New Orleans Jazz Brunch.
All of us in the Music Ministry feel humbled by the love and support we receive and the encouragement that sustains us through all of our work. We are truly blessed beyond measure by being a part of this
grand parish.
Onward into 2018! Soli Deo Gloria.

Christian Formation
Adult Education
by The Rev. Luke A. Wetzel
Whenever we celebrate the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Confirmation we affirm together as the people of
God the doctrine and practices revealed to the Church by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Holy Spirit. We
say “I believe” and “I will with God’s help” to the articles of the Apostles Creed and the activities that have set
Christians apart from the very beginning. Christian formation is about deepening our understanding of these
truths and more fully engaging these practices. Following Jesus is a lifelong pursuit.
Week in and week out there are multiple opportunities for adults to engage with scripture, church history,
and Christian practice:
 During the Sunday School hour Fr. Tim and I teach or facilitate engagement with the treasures of our tradition. Over the last year we have had series on the parables of Jesus, Prayer Book collects, St. Francis stories, hymns, a study on the book of Philippians, the saints and Jesus’ passion, and more.
 Bill Stahl continues to teach a Sunday School class, this year covering the Acts of the Apostles and beginning a chronological study of the Letters of St. Paul.
 As has been the case for many years, Christians of many denominations come to Trinity during the week
for Bible studies led by Chuck Bradshaw.
 During the first half of the year our Wednesday evening parish dinners were punctuated with a short devotion and teaching by one of the clergy.
 When we started dinners up again in the fall, we decided to begin our Wednesday evening program with
Evening Prayer in the Chapel.
 Our Lenten Luncheons continue to fill the Parish Hall on Mondays during Lent. This year we
featured gifted clergy from around the diocese
speaking on “Perfect Forgiveness & Remission” of
sin.
 Following a formation class early in the year,
four adults were received by the bishop into the
fellowship of the Episcopal Church.
One new project I’ve taken on this past year has
been getting a college student ministry started.
Since September I have been gathering with students from Columbus State on Sunday evenings at
Trinity for dinner and Compline, night prayers

from the Prayer Book. We have also done a couple of fun events like bowling
and Escape Room. We have five or so committed students, and several others
who come around.
The hope that all of us who have a hand in leading adult formation have is
that everyone who engages with us in the study of scripture, the contemplation of
Christian history and doctrine, and the practice of prayer, will be given the tools
and perspective to grow into a deeper love of God and commitment to the Christian faith. Engaging this work both as teachers and students strengthens and
broadens our “I believe” and makes more earnest our “I will with God’s help.”

Fr. Luke Wetzel

Youth Ministry
by Lauren Blanchard

Trinity Youth had a great 2017 full of service, fun, and fellowship!
During the summer, we had many youth volunteers help
run Vacation Bible School, which is always so much fun.
Then in July we took a week long urban mission trip to Atlanta with twelve of our youth. During our time there we
helped serve those in the community who suffer from mental
health challenges and live in poverty. Many of those we
served are homeless. We worked with two organizations The Foot Clinic, based out of Church of the Common
Ground, and The Friendship Center, based out of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church. Our duties included making and
serving meals, spending time with the members of each program, running classes, games, and activities for those involved, and giving pedicures to the homeless. These were no
small tasks. Our youth were selfless, hardworking, and dedicated to anything they were asked to do. I couldn’t have been
more proud of them all! We ended our trip by going indoor
skydiving - a thrilling activity, for sure!
Throughout the year, youth have participated in serving their church by working the Prayer Breakfast and
Clothes Closet, the Lemonade Ministry, working to cook and serve dinner on Wednesday nights, and helping
Trinity’s children upstairs in the Kids Create music and art program on Wednesday evenings. During the
week, our regularly scheduled youth events are High School Girls Bible Study on Tuesday nights at Iron Bank
Coffee, and Youth Night on Sunday evenings for fellowship and fun.
December was a very busy month for the Youth Ministry!
We collected items for a new service project called Blessing
Bags. These bags were for our Prayer Breakfast guests and
were filled with toiletries, snacks, and basic necessities they
might not easily come by. We collected, packaged, and distributed 120 bags. It was really special to be a part of that and
to share a little bit of love during the Christmas season with
those in need in our community.
Youth also visited Trinity House to decorate Christmas
trees and spend time with the residents there. Giving their
time and talents was something beautiful to watch and you

could tell how appreciated their efforts
were. During December, our youth also
raised funds to help end world hunger. We
partnered with World Vision and participated in the 30 Hour Famine, raising $625 dollars to help children who are starving. Eleven of our youth went thirty hours without
food to help bring awareness to this great
cause. We truly have a selfless, caring group
of youth and are blessed by their giving
hearts.
I am so excited to see what 2018 brings
and know that with the youth in this parish,
anything we achieve will be met and exceeded with joy, love, and dedication!

Children’s Ministry
by Kathryn Scoggins

Last year was another great year for Children’s Ministry! During the winter and spring of 2017, we continued with our regular slate of school year programming: Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, and
Wednesday night programs. We celebrated Easter
with the traditional flowering of the cross and an egg
hunt. We wrapped up Sunday School for the year
with a special recognition of our teachers and students.
Over the summer, we had a blast at our “In God’s
Kingdom” Vacation Bible School! During the week
we learned all about what God’s Kingdom is like
from a special kind of story that Jesus told - the parables! We sang songs, made art, told stories, ate
snacks, and played games that reinforced the theme
that God’s Kingdom is for everyone.
In August, we collected a record amount of
school supplies for children at Downtown Elementary! Fr. Tim blessed those supplies and our backpacks too. The following week we marked the first
week of Sunday School with breakfast and a Sunday
School Open House. We capped off the day by
“Celebrating Trinity”; we threw a great big party complete with tacos, a ministry fair, carnival games, and a
dunking booth!
October arrived and our whole church family had a great time at our Fall Festival! Together, we played fun
games, listened to the wonderful music of local Celtic band Wolf & Clover, loved on sweet animals from Jubilee Farm, and ate tacos from Barberitos. We all had a truly wonderful time despite the cold, windy weather.
In November, our children dressed up as the saints of history to celebrate All Saints’ Day. This year, in
addition to dressing as saints, the children told us the stories of the saints as well. We were inspired by the stories of courage, compassion, and commitment to the work of God that they shared with us. A thank you is in
order to Kit Duncan for the beautiful new saints costumes, and the children for their hard work!

Also in November, we kicked off a new
ministry - The Back Pew Club! Especially for
families with small children, the Back Pew
Club gathers monthly in homes for supper,
fellowship, and fun. We are looking forward
to seeing this ministry grow in 2018. Thanks
especially to Erin Harkey for her fantastic
idea and for making it a reality!
Later that same month the Children’s
Ministry sponsored a Thanksgiving food
drive for families that work with Chattahoochee Valley Episcopal Ministries. Once again,
we were blown away by the response of the
parish to that annual project, and we are so
thankful that six families were able to have an
amazing Thanksgiving dinner thanks to your
generosity.
Then, in December, we learned all about
St. Nicholas and his spirit of giving at our
Pancakes with St. Nicholas breakfast! We
feasted on pancakes, learned about St. Nicholas, watched The Polar Express, and even got
to meet St. Nicholas himself! Soon after, we
served our church once again through our
very special Christmas Eve nativity pageant.
The children, along with the help of so many adult volunteers, worked very hard to make 2017’s Christmas
Eve pageant one to remember! We are especially grateful to Kit Duncan for her dedication to creating beautiful costumes each and every year, and for Deana Graham’s amazing ability to capture all the magical moments
with her photography.
While we love special events, the things that we do week in and week out here at Trinity are having an
amazing impact on the spiritual lives of our children as well. Through Sunday School, nursery, Children’s
Chapel, and Wednesday night activities, our children learn how much God loves them, their church loves
them, and how they can love God and their neighbors!
Sunday School – Every Sunday morning, children are excited to come to Sunday School here at Trinity. During the spring of 2017, we continued to use Spark: Activate Faith, a curriculum that helps children explore the
Bible from Genesis through Paul’s letters, from beginning to end. Mona Thorington, Christina Stahl, Caitriona
Matthews, Melanie Smith, Angie Haque, Kit Duncan, Brooks Yancey, and Kimberly McElveen continued to
serve as our teachers. During the summer, we took a break from our regular age-divided Sunday School and
dove into an intergenerational Sunday School class with the whole church! Friends age three through ninetythree gathered to learn the stories of the first Christians through story, song, drama, art, and conversation. We
came back refreshed to start the new Sunday
School year in the fall. We will continue to use
Spark: Activate Faith in the 2017-2018 school
year. We are grateful to have had so many teachers
return and to have recruited a few new faces as
well! This year we have Autumn Grimes and
Christina Stahl teaching the preschoolers, Melanie
Smith and Angie Haque teaching those in Kindergarten and 1st grade, Emily and Jonathon Myers
teaching the 2nd and 3rd graders, and Kit Duncan
and John Harkey teaching the 4th and 5th graders.
We are very thankful for the chance to see a love of
God and God’s words grow in each of these children.

Nursery – 2017 was a time of transition in the nursery. In
the spring, Savy Walker resigned from her position in the
Trinity nursery. We were sad to see her go, but we were
happy to welcome Madeleine Lee to our team! We are so
grateful for Madeleine and to Meghan Twigg for their
faithfulness to this ministry, as well as their compassion
and energy. It has been such a comfort to the parents who
trust them to care for their little ones.
Children’s Chapel – Each Sunday morning, while the
adults worship together, the children worship together in a
service just for them. The children love leading in worship! They help us worship by serving as ushers, crucifers,
and acolytes, and by leading us in songs, prayers, and
scripture readings. One of our favorite things this year was
noticing the changing of the liturgical seasons with our
calendar. It’s truly amazing to see just how well the children have come to know the service, what each part of the
service means, and why it’s important for them. It’s an
incredible blessing to see second graders work out an argument through a Prayer of Confession and to hear preschoolers answer questions about Jesus using a piece of
liturgy.
Wednesday Evenings – In the spring of 2017, we continued
with limited commitment sessions of art and music for children
on Wednesday nights.
During the fall of 2017, children had the opportunity to get
a taste of music and art each Wednesday night. In our all new
Joyful Noise Children’s Choir, led by Lauren Blanchard, children have been learning songs and making a “joyful noise unto
the Lord!” In Kids Create, led by Kathryn Scoggins, children
have been working on longer term art projects set around the
theme of “God Makes Everything and God Made Me.” We are
especially grateful for our awesome youth helpers who make
Wednesday night fun possible!
It is a such beautiful thing to watch the children at Trinity
learning to love God with their whole hearts and love their
neighbors as themselves. We are excited to see what God has in
store for us in 2018!

Trinity’s Finances in 2017
Pledged
Unpledged & Loose
Other Income
Prior Year Funds
TOTAL INCOME

2017 Budget
2017 Actual
761,769
776,767
80,000
47,771
62,150
60,796
45,559
45,559
$949,478
$930,893

Diocesan Support
Prayer Breakfast
Total Outside the Parish

90,566
10,000
$100,566

90,566
9,125
$99,691

Administration
Pastoral Support

$222,373
$281,481

$216,084
$281,523

Children's Ministries
Adult Education
Youth Ministries
Total Christian Education
Worship & Music
Parish Life
Building & Grounds
TOTAL EXPENSES

60,136
4,900
33,155
$98,191
$89,787
$23,089
$133,991
$949,478

60,327
5,465
26,596
$92,388
$86,682
$20,368
$133,189
$929,925

*Children’s Ministry includes Director of Children’s Ministry & nursery salaries.
Building & Grounds includes the Sexton’s salary.
Parish Life includes Peter’s salary.
Pastoral support includes all clergy.
Youth Ministry includes Director of Youth Ministry salary.
Administration includes administrative staff, casual labor, and staff travel.
Worship includes Organists/Choirmasters salaries.

Meet Your New 2018 Vestry Members:
John “Wayne” Hadden

Wayne Hadden was born in Augusta, Georgia. He lives in Harris County with his wife,
Sallie Alford Hadden. Sallie is a private wealth advisor with Synovus Bank. They have
one son, Will, who is currently employed by the American Action Forum, a non-profit
“think tank” in Washington, D.C.
Wayne and Sallie lived most of their adult lives in LaGrange before moving to Lake
Harding in 2013. Wayne has practiced law for over 41 years, specializing in corporate
and business law, wills and estate planning; for the last 36 of those years, he has been
with Daniel, Hadden & Alford.
Wayne attended LaGrange High School. He has an undergraduate degree in political
science from the University of Georgia, and graduated from the University of Georgia
Law School in 1976. He also has a master of laws degree in taxation from Emory University.
During his time in LaGrange, Wayne participated in numerous civic activities. He served as a member of the
board of directors of the United Way of West Georgia, Inc., a member of the board and secretary of the LaGrange Art
Museum, a member of the LaGrange College President's Council, a member of the board of the LaGrange Personal
Aid Society, and a member of the board of the Troup County Community Foundation. He has also been president of
the Troup County Bar Association. He currently serves on the board of directors of the George and Edna Cobb Foundation of LaGrange.
While a member of First Presbyterian Church in LaGrange, he was a member of the diaconate, church treasurer,
and chaired the church's long-range planning committee. As a parishioner at Saint Mark's Episcopal Church in LaGrange, he was a lector and a member of the choir. Here at Trinity, he serves as lector and LEM. He enjoys landscape
photography, hiking, shooting, and boating.

Lucy Fay Knight

Lucy Knight was born and raised in Columbus, Georgia, and is a lifelong member of
Trinity Episcopal Church. Lucy's family has worshiped at Trinity for several generations and it was here that she was baptized, confirmed and married.
Lucy attended Muscogee County Schools and is a graduate of the University of
Georgia. It was at UGA that she met her husband, Seth L. Knight, III, and together they
have raised three children, Sarah, Frances and Seth. Seth and Lucy welcomed their first
grandchild, Wyc, in October, 2016.
Lucy is a dedicated member of Trinity Episcopal Church. She has assisted with the
Flower Guild and served as Youth Sunday School teacher when her children were
younger. Lucy enjoys reading, playing bridge, and spending time with her family.

Pamela “Pam” Harmann Page

Pam has called Columbus, GA and Trinity Episcopal Church home for the last 21 years.
She was raised mostly in Cincinnati, OH where she attended Hyde Park Community
United Methodist Church. She attended Davidson College in North Carolina where she
majored in French and played basketball and field hockey. While at Davidson she met
Columbus native Edwin Page and they married a year after graduation. They lived in
Durham, NC and Pam taught French while Edwin attended medical school. Their first
son Allen was born there in 1990 during Edwin's final year. They relocated to Birmingham, AL for Edwin's five year residency and had two more sons, Ben in 1992 and Miller in 1995. They attended St. Stephens Episcopal Church while in Birmingham.
After settling in Columbus in 1996 Pam concentrated on raising her boys. She always had a heart for children and enjoyed coaching many sports through the years. If
she wasn't coaching she was frequently the team mom. In 1999 her fourth son Hugh
was born and the Page family seemed complete. (Or maybe not...) She resumed teach-

ing as the Brookstone middle school French teacher when Hugh was three. As the boys got older, Pam and Edwin began to feel that perhaps they were meant to do more. They were open to foreign adoption and in 2008 they adopted
Natalie from China. They subsequently adopted Darby and Remi Miller in 2013 after their mother passed away. Darby is Chinese and Remi is Vietnamese. They had been adopted by Abbie Miller, a cousin of Edwin's father.
At Trinity Pam has taught youth Sunday school, helped with Vacation Bible School and served on the St. Francis
Fund Committee. Outside of Trinity, she has served as Chair of the Brookstone Country Fair, Chair of Dancing Stars
of Columbus, Chair of the St. Francis Butler Dinner and on the board of Young Life. She is active with the Alzheimer's Association of Columbus.
During her 27 years of raising children Pam has nurtured, encouraged, disciplined, supervised, organized,
coached, cheered, mourned, nursed, cleaned, fed, chauffeured and refused to do homework. Now that five of her seven children are either in college, graduate school or gainfully employed, she is coming up for air and feeling that she
might have some free time to devote to Trinity. Thus her willingness to serve on the Vestry.

Dr. Edward “Ed” Calhoun Smith

Ed was raised as an army brat. He is an Auburn graduate. He received his Master's in
Public Health in Epidemiology from the University of Alabama at Birmingham, and he
went to dental school at Nova Southeastern University. Ed is married to Melanie Smith,
who teaches Sunday School at Trinity. They have two daughters, Benson (6) and Bethany (2). Ed is a dentist and has owned his own practice, Edward C. Smith DMD, MPH,
LLC, since June of 2003. He was raised as a Methodist. Prior to attending Trinity, Ed
was a member of First United Methodist of Phenix City, where he was on the Pastor
Parish relations committee. Ed and Melanie have attended Trinity since 2008, when
they did their premarital counseling with Fr. Rich. He was confirmed as an Episcopalian
at Trinity in 2015.
When he is not practicing, Ed is involved with the Georgia Dental Association. He
is a past president of the Western District Dental Association. Ed currently serves on the Finance Committee for the
Georgia Dental Association. In his spare time he enjoys hunting, fishing, and spending time with his family.

At the beginning of 2018 the following Vestry members will rotate off: Lee Grogan, Jr., Dr. Peggy Augustine-Shorter, Cheryl Woods, and Trip Parker. We are all immensely appreciative for their faithful service.
Remaining Vestry members are: John Holt, Jr., Muffy Schladensky, Amy Helmick, Cissy Van Ingen, Bill
Stahl, Katherine Waddell, Gene Kemp, and Bo Bone.
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